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2007 has been a good year for library design and construction.
The idea of a library as a resource rich community center is beginning to catch on
and several studies reinforcing the value of libraries are helping to justify
improved buildings.
1 The Urban Libraries Council published Making Cities Strongera useful
study of how public libraries strengthen downtown development.
1 The International City Managers Association is urging city man agers to
work closely with public librarians to help achieve quality of life goals.
1 The Pennsylvania State Library sponsored a study showing that public
libraries return to their communities five times their operating cost.
1 A National Endowment for the Art s report, Reading aRisk identified a
critical decline in reading for pleasure among American adults .
1 The Adopt-a-Library program of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
showed how libraries can be effective community agencies to stop crime.

Libraries Des igned For Kids

This new book by Nolan Lushington to be published by Neal -Schuman in the
spring covers the planning process for
small kids and tall kids and their different requirements as well as sections on
Teen and school libraries and on furniture, equipment and lighting. Mary Beth
Mahler our associate was a great help with the final push to complete the book.
Barbara Joslin of JCJ Architecture supplied the useful illustrative diagrams.

Harvard July 21 -23 20@

The Planning and Design of Public Libraries, three-day Executive Education
program from Harvard University Graduate School of Design brings architects,
librarians, library administrators and trustees together to examine concepts and
methods for the planning and design of public libraries. Led by Anthony Tappe,
FAIA and Jeffrey M. Hoover, of Tappe and Associates Architects; Library
consultant Nolan Lushington author of Libraries Designed for Users: A 21st Century
Guide and Elisabeth Martin, AIA, architect and library planner, and former
director of planning and design for the Brooklyn Public Library. Registered with
the American Institute of Architects. Participants who complete the three -day
seminar will earn 20 units. Complete seminar and registration i nformation can be
found at gsd.harvard.edu/execed.
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Albany, New York

In 2003 we completed a master facilities study with architect Henry Meyerberg.
A $22 million bond issue to build two new branch libraries and renovate three
others passed. We began workng with Kevin Hom of Hom -Goldman architects
of New York City and Paul Scoville of Collins and Scoville in Albany to review
plans and assist Tim Burke and the library staff with furnishings and equipment
recommendations. Each branch is intended to serve is community in different
ways while maintaining a system wide look.

New Scotland Branch
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Arbor Hill branch

Nova Scotia Library Conference

In the fall of 2007 | made a presentation about new library models to the Nova
Scotia Library Conference, My driver was Constable John Kennedy of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. John is responsible for the Adopt-a-LibraryRCMP
initiative which encourages local businesses to contribute funds to strengthen
library services on the basis that this prevents crime.

Clifton Park/Halfmoon New York

This new 50,000 square foot consolidated library serving two towns just north of
Albany opened in 2007. The library was designed by Bill Connor of WCGS.

It has many green features and has saved over $60,000 per year in ograting
costs. It is a popular community place with several meeting and tutorial rooms
and a beautiful large arrival space with a handsome sweeping stair leading up to

t he chil drenos l i brary and meeting rooms.

University School of Information Sciences has made a video tour of the new
library led by Nolan Lushington and Bill Connors.

Concord, New Hampshire

Working with architect Stewart Roberts and library director Pat Immen, we
completed a needs assessment calling for a new @y library located in the
downtown shopping district. In addition Pat and her staff completed a
comprehensive long-range plan including new Vision and Mission statements.
This was a fascinating project because the granite library building was essentially
unchanged from its 194006s design with much
stacks in the basement. An unfortunate later addition was not vertically aligned
with the original building floors. In December the City Council with strong
support from Tom Aspe ll, City Manager voted to proceed with site analysis for
the construction of a new $18 million library.

Cromwell, CT

Working with Andrea Cahill of Schoenhardt Architects and Eileen Branciforte
(one of my former students) and her staff, we wrote a buildin g program for an
addition to this Town Hall/Library/Senior Center complex.
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Glens Falls, New York

The addition and renovation of the Crandall Library in Glens Falls New York
designed by Pamela Hawkes of Ann Beha Associates of Boston is an interesting
project in a depressed Northern New York City that serves a vast area of the
Adirondacks. This project is a tribute to the hard working staff led by Christine
McDonald who never gave up after a failed referendum.

The new and renovated library is scheduled to reopen in 2008.

Lower Merion, PA

Through the kindness of Karl Helicher of the King of Prussia Library, the Lower
Merion Pennsylvania librarians invited Nolan Lushington to conduct a seminar
on changes in library design. In 2008 we will be conducting a post occupancy
evaluation of the King of Prussia Library which we worked on with Bob Kelly
and Jay Clough of Diseroad and Wolf.

Middletown, Connecticut

Wor king wi t h chil drenos l i brari an Kat herin
Arthur Meyers we eval uated t he existing chil drent
recommendations on improving facilities to widen the stack aisles, improve

browsability and clearly delineate areas for small kids from those for tall kids.

New Milford, CT

Working with one of my former students, Carl Demilia now director

And former student, Christine Bergquist, as an associate consultant we prepared
a Long Range Plan and needs assessment for an addition.
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North Smithfield, Rhode Island

Working with Carol Brouwer, Director, Alison Peirce , President of the Board and
Drayton Fair of Lerner Ladd and Bartels Architects we assisted with the
programming and design review to convert a large three story old mill power
plant into a public library.

Norwich, CT

Thanks to the hard work of retired Ii brarian Linda Summers this renovation

project opened in 2007. It incorporates three former inner city retail and office

buildings to create a public library on three floors with adult reference, book and

media services on the main floor, administration,chi | dr en®&s services anc
rooms on the upper floor and technical services and storage on the floor below.

The architect is George Buchanan of New Haven with whom we worked on the

Derby Neck Connecticut Library.

The new facade of the Norwich, Connec ticut Library
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Parent/ childrends area Otis Library, Norwich

Central Atrium and checkout desk Otis Library Norwich, Connecticut



